
 PROPERTYplus 8 THE SUN Friday, December 16, 2005 

C M
YK

C M
YK

GARDENING TIPS

I WAS born on Nov 2, 1953 and my wife 
was born on Dec 3, 1958. I would like to 
know if  the condo I’m staying in is facing 
the suitable direction as the morning sun 
shines directly into my balcony and living 
room. What is your recommendation?
It is not accurate to judge direction by the 
rising and setting of  the sun, except for very 
rough estimates of  directions. Since we are 
very close to the Equator, the position of  
the sun moves through an arc of  at least 5º 
deviation. This is due to the offset axis of  
the earth’s spin. The only accurate way of  
determining direction is with a good com-
pass. From your description, the sun shining 

If  you have any questions regarding feng shui 
practices, please send your queries by e-mail 
to propertyplus@thesundaily.com or fax 

Propertyplus at 03-7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, in any way whatso-
ever or howsoever represent, warrant or guarantee that the recommendations given in 
this column mean that the happiness and good fortune of the person(s) who put these 
recommendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

FENG SHUI
with Master Yap Boh Chu

Q&A
directly into your balcony means that your 
balcony faces a general eastward direction. 
This is insuffi cient for any analysis as I do 
not believe that the balcony is signifi cant. 
Getting the accurate direction of  the main 
door is more useful. Nonetheless, you can 
still determine other factors for yourself  
(again only with a compass). You are born 
under Kun Gua (No 2 Gua) where your best 
directions for the year are NE and SW. Your 
wife is born under Li Gua (No 9 Gua) and her 
best directions for the year are N and SE. As-
suming that the main door of  your condo is 
opposite your balcony, then your main door 
is facing generally W. This is not too bad for 

you but not so good for your wife.

My wife and I are considering purchas-
ing a house/apartment/shoplot soon. 
Do feng shui directions matter? Should 
we purchase a property to live in or for 
investment? What is a good direction 
based on our birth date? I was born on 
May 2, 1967, and my wife was born on 
Sept 26, 1969.
Feng shui does matter even if  the property 
is for investment only and not used for your-
selves. If  the feng shui of  a property is suit-
able to the owners, the property can be rented 
out or resold more easily than if  the feng shui 
is not suitable. Of  course the impact of  the 
property to the owner will be much less as the 
owner is not residing there. The major impact 
of  the feng shui of  the property would be on 
the residents of  the place. You and your wife 
should purchase properties that face W, NE, 
SW or NW. These are the good directions for 
both of  you.

I was born on May 14, 1967. I am planning 
to buy an apartment in Segambut which 
is on the 10th fl oor. The main door faces 
E and there is a hill at the back of  the 
apartment. My concern is over the power 
lines located about 70ft at the back of  the 
building. Please advise. I like the layout 
and location very much. The balcony, 
meanwhile, is looking down on the swim-

ming pool at the north side.
Your good directions are E, SE, N and S. Your 
decision to purchase an E-facing apartment is 
a good one as the front door would be facing 
the correct direction in general. It would be 
even better if  your door is located in the SE 
corner of  the apartment. The balcony in the 
N facing the pool is okay depending on the 
actual degree of  your front door. It would be 
better if  your door faces E1 (67.5º to 83.5º),
as the balcony and pool in the N can be more 
benefi cial.

Master Yap Boh Chu is the son of  Grand 
Master Yap Cheng Hai. He co-founded the Yap 
Cheng Hai Academy to propagate the proper 
teaching and practice of  classical feng shui 
and qi gong.

Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd
Tel: (03) 2070 8009; Fax: (03) 2072 8009; 
E-mail: info@ychacademy.com

Re-potting
woody shrubs
1 Cut away the roots outside 

the container. Then try 
pulling the plant gently 
out of  the container. If  
this does not work, break 
the pot.

2  Remove excessive roots. 
Cut the root ball vertically 
especially for roots that 
have grown in a circu-
lar pattern. Remove dead 
roots.

3  Place pieces of  the broken 
pots at the bottom of  the 
new container to provide 
suffi cient air pockets. 

4  Put newspapers on top of  
the broken pot pieces to re-
duce silt seeping through 
the drainage holes.

5  Add in enough soil mix 
to ensure that the top of  
the root ball is about 4cm 

lower than the height of  
the container. 

6  Put in plant and add 
more soil mix, up to 4cm 
from the top edge of  the 
container.  Press the mix 
gently. Shake the pot to 
fi ll up any vacuum.

7  Water the newly-potted 
plant thoroughly to reduce 
transplanting shock.

Re-potting
herbaceous plants

1  Cut away any roots that 
may have grown through 
the drainage holes. Use a 
long sharp object to loosen 
the root ball.

2  Pull the plant gently out of  
the pot to ensure the roots 
or stalks are not damaged. 
Remove excessive roots. 
Trim root ball carefully.

3  Remove old stalks and 
roots (these are darker 

and softer).

4  Make sure each clump to 
be repotted has at least two 
(but not more than fi ve) 
healthy young shoots.

5  Place broken pot pieces at 
base of  the pot (about 1/8 
of  the pot height). Cover 
these with newspapers.

6  Add the new clump (or 
clumps) into the pot and 

then the soil mix while con-
stantly pressing the soil. 
Add enough soil to cover 
young shoots and up to 4cm 
below the top of  the pot.

7  Water re-potted plant thor-
oughly.

This article is an excerpt 
from haven — a bi-monthly 
interior design and garden-
ing magazine published by 
The Edge
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