
 PROPERTYplus 8 THE SUN Friday, August 5, 2005 

C M
YK

FENG SHUI
with Grandmaster Datuk Dr Yap 
Cheng Hai and son, Boh Chu

WE are interested in a 2½-storey new 
house which is facing North (N), but 
slightly slanted to the West (W). When 
facing out from the inside, the main door 
of  the house is on the left. I was born in 
the year of  dragon in 1976 and my Gua 
number is nine (Fire), while my husband 
was born in the year of  dog in 1970 and 
his Gua number is three (Wood). Will it 
be better for us if  the main door is on the 
right when facing out from the inside? 
And which is the best location to place 
the prayer table?
Based only on your Gua number and that of  
your husband’s, the house should be OK. The 
main door on the left corner of  the house is 
assumed to be in the Northwest (NW), which 
is not so good. I assume that there is a sliding 
door in the centre of  the house which could be 
a better door for the both of  you. If  you have 
an option, the main door on the right should 
be better. The altar should normally face the 
front door (out the front door).

What we have looked into here is only 
at the main door. We have yet to look into 
the interior layout and external supporting 
structures. Then only can we say whether 
the house is suitable for your occupation 
or not.

My wife and I have the same Gua number 
of  seven. Our best direction is W but we 
have a hard time trying to position our 

If  you have any questions regarding feng shui 
practices, please send your queries by e-mail 
to propertyplus@thesundaily.com or fax 

Propertyplus at 03-7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 
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recommendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

main front door. In this case, this is a mix-
up between Chinese culture and feng shui. 
You are not having your feet towards the 
main front door. It is only the toilet door and 
therefore it is not a problem. If  you are still 
uncomfortable with the idea, you can have a 
screen between your bed and the toilet door. 
This way the door is not visible from your 
bed and your feet is pointing towards the 
screen and not the door.

Your main problem is that you are using an 
N door, and as such, it is not a good direction 
for you. You are Dui Gua (No 7 Gua), and as 
such, your door should face NW, SW, NE and 
W in that order. Based only on the fl oor plan 
(from which we can only be, at the most, 30% 
accurate), you should enter from the garage 

door more often and use the bonus room with 
your bed head facing NW.
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bed so that it faces the W because 
our bathroom is located in the W. 
Any suggestions on how we can 
solve this problem? I think South-
west (SW) is best for both of  us, 
but I’m worried as we will then 
be sleeping with our feet facing 
the door like how a coffi n is usu-
ally placed. People say this is not 
a good idea but do we have other 
options? Enclosed herewith is the 
fl oor plan of  our house. Most of  the 
W side is our bathroom area and it 
is very diffi cult for me to relocate 
the bathroom. So, please advise me 
on the available options.
The Ming or Life Gua of  every person has 
eight directions. Four directions are good 
and four are bad. This is based only on the 
application of  the Eight Mansions (Ba Zhai)
system. For simplicity’s sake, we generally 
say that Life Guas are split into two groups 
— East (E) and W life persons. This does 
not mean that a W life person has to use the 
W direction all the time. The other three 
good directions — SW, NW and Northeast 
(NE) — can also be used. In fact, based on a 
person’s Gua, it could be that W is the best 
direction. Based on the fl oor plan, your bed 
direction is SW. This is pretty good for both 
you and your wife; harmony in family, long 
life and good health.

The coffi n reference applies only to the 
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Nature’s trimmings
Decorating with tropical foliage
JUREMA — the name is used to 
describe a sacred tree indigenous to 
the tropical forests of  Brazil whose 
bark is said to contain spiritual and 
magical qualities. It is also the name 
of  a lady blessed with a magical talent 
for transforming our tropical foliage 
into unique works of  art. Jurema 
Walendowsky Baker (pix), a Brazilian 
by birth and surely part Malaysian 
in soul, has found the perfect palette 
to showcase her creations through 
the country’s abundant natural 
resources.

The founder of  Jurema’s Creations 
has devised a detailed and painstak-
ing lacquer technique that fortifi es, 
colours and literally adds a gloss to 
the fruit, fl ora and fauna of  her choice.  
The beauty of  her method is that the  
simplest of  nature’s offerings are 
massaged into delicate, stunning and 

yet resilient décor pieces. A hallmark 
of  Jurema’s work is her use of  silver 
fi ligree inlays in a clever fusion of  
metal and natural materials. The 
combination, although unexpected, 
produces an elegance that retains a 
distinctly local fl avour. However, Ju-
rema is quick to credit Mother Nature 
for providing her with the inspiration 
for her works as she modestly plays 
down her role in creating some of  the 
freshest furnishings in town.  

Jurema’s profound love and respect 
for the environment is refl ected in her 
approach. She only uses surplus re-
sources like fallen leaves and old bark 
and, assisted by the intrinsic beauty 
of  her source material, proceeds to 
work her magic. As Jurema notes, 
the singularity of  shapes that she 
encounters in her search for materials, 
ensures that each completed piece car-

leaning against a wall.  For Jurema 
and her daughter Melanie, who is a 
passionate promoter of  the business, 
these evocative pieces present almost 
limitless possibilities for use and 
display. The options are clearly only 
limited by one’s imagination.  Listen-
ing to Jurema talk, it is obvious that 
she is motivated by a passion for the 
nature of  her adopted country. Her 
work undeniably represents an endur-
ing tribute to that passion.

This article is an excerpt from haven 
— a bi-monthly interior design and 
gardening magazine published by 
The Edge

Malaysia. It is this versatility that 
appeals to many of  Jurema’s clients 
who keep coming back for more.  

Wandering around Jurema’s house, 
which doubles as a cosy showcase for 
her work, one is struck by the adage 
that one man’s garbage is another’s
treasure. For this is a lady with an 
innate and uncanny knack for visualis-
ing the beauty within any dry, dead or 
discarded specimen of  fl ora and fauna. 
In one nook, a small surface comes to 
life through the simple arrangement 
of  candles and dried leaves seemingly 
bathed in angel dust. Another corner 
is transformed into a feature by a 
tall decorative palm bark languidly 

ries its own mark of  distinction.  She 
points out that her range of  creations 
is designed to appeal to anyone and 
everyone, although her meticulous 
standards ensure that each of  her 
pieces is fi t for a king.  It comes as 
no surprise then, that Jurema was 
commissioned to furnish many of  
her creations for the coronation of  
the ninth Sultan of  Selangor. 

Jurema is also keen to impress 
that beauty and practicality are 
not mutually exclusive.  She recalls 
that recently, one of  her clients was 
extolling the fact that she had man-
aged to save on the cost of  fl ower 
arrangements for a dinner party by 
“dressing up” one of  Jurema’s works 
with a scattering of  petals. Apart from 
being objets d’art, many items also 
have a practical application, whether 
as serving plates, napkin or candle 
holders, vases and even as gifts for 
the myriad of  festivals celebrated in 

ABDUL GHANI ISMAIL/HAVEN


