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WE WISH to seek your comments 
on the floor plans attached for 
this house that faces North. Also 
attached are our personal details: 
1) Husband (Dog)
Date of birth: December 1970  
Gua Number: 3 (Wood) 

2) Myself (Dragon)
Date of birth: October 1976  
Gua number: 9 (Fire) 

3) Son 
Date of Birth: April 5, 2002 

4) Daughter 
Date of birth: Feb 7, 2005 

Please tell us if the house is in 
symmetry to the adjacent unit. And 
let us know which is more suitable 
for us.
I hope that you have finally found 
your dream home! To reiterate, 
your husband is Zhen Gua (Gua 
number 3), you are Li Gua (Gua 
number 9), your son is Dui Gua 
(Gua number 7) and your daughter 
is Kun Gua (Gua number 2). Based 
on this, the most suitable would be 
a house that faces South. Assuming 
that you can get a house that faces 
South (it is not indicated in your 
diagram or in your e-mail) and is 
constructed according to your dia-
gram, then the house plan would 
seem to be suitable. The only 
problem would be the bathroom in 

in that the 5 Yellow has the char-
acteristics of Earth and hence can 
be weakened by Water. However, 
water is an activating and accumu-
lating factor and I personally would 
not like to activate and accumulate 
the bad qi of 5 Yellow. There are 
other ways to control the 5 Yellow, 
which are less dangerous. This 
would involve hanging a metal 
wind chime (preferably 6 rods, as 6 
is Qian Gua in the Ba Gua which is 
Metal) at the West area.

Master Yap Boh Chu is the son of 
Grand Master Datuk Yap Cheng 
Hai. Yap Boh Chu co-founded 
the Yap Cheng Hai Academy to 
propagate the proper teaching and 
practice of classical feng shui and 
qi gong.

If you have any questions 
regarding feng shui 

practices, please send 
your queries by e-mail to 

propertyplus@thesundaily.com 
or fax Propertyplus at 03-7660 

8568. theSun reserves the right to 
publish answers as it deems fit. 
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Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd
Tel: (03) 2070 8009 
Fax: (03) 2072 8009 
E-mail: info@ychacademy.com

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, 
in any way whatsoever or howsoever represent, warrant or guarantee 
that the recommendations given in this column mean that the 
happiness and good fortune of the person(s) who put these recom-
mendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

Ideas

Q&A the North, as it is considered to be 
suppressing one of your auspicious 
locations.

As always, I wish to caution 
readers that looking at a plan 
alone is insufficient for proper 
analysis. We have not taken into 
account the environmental fac-
tors which can easily turn the best 
design into bad feng shui. We are 
also making an assumption on 
directions and this can be fraught 
with danger as  assumptions can 
be wrong. Do we have a 360° view 
of the environment outside your 
house? When using the compass, 
every single degree makes a dif-
ference.

My stove is located at the 5 Yellow 
star sector, which is West in the 
kitchen. Should I remove the 
stove? If I move the stove to the 
East sector, which is the No 1 star, 
it ends up facing the toilet. What 
should I do? I have heard that the 
moving water can control the five 
yellow. 
In the West we have the 5 Yellow 
star for the entire year of 2006. Yes, 
your stove on the 5 Yellow is not 
good but it would be worse if you 
disturb it by moving it from West to 
East. The whole idea is to keep the 
5 Yellow as quiet as possible. We 
certainly do not want to activate it 
by any out-of-the-ordinary activity. 

Technically, you are not wrong 

Is my stove in the right place?

feng shui
with Master Yap Boh Chu
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by Loo Pik Kwan
propertyplus@thesundaily.com

NOW that you have a home, it is time to 
give it some character and style that reflects 
your personal taste. For the affluent, inte-
rior designers can be summoned and in a 
flash, your home can be transformed into 
a trendy place. But for those who cannot 
afford the services of the professionals, Eric 
Leong, one of Malaysia’s most recognis-
able interior designers, shares eight simple 
steps to decorate your home. He spoke at 
the recently held Malaysian Property Expo-
sition 2006. 

1: Select interior style
Be it Balinese, Zen or resort-style, you 
have to first determine the interior 

style for your home. This should be a reflec-
tion of your tastes and lifestyle. If you do not 
possess any particular style, go for modern 
contemporary (which is a myriad of latest 
designs in no particular style). 

2: Select colour scheme
After identifying your personal style, 
choose the colour. Always opt for col-

ours based on the interior style selected. 
For example, earthy and natural tones for 
the Balinese touch. Colours that never go 
wrong would be your favourite or lucky 
colours (for feng shui enthusiasts). When 
choosing colours, bear in mind that a home 
must reflect your personal style and for liv-
ing comfort. 

3: Identify feature wall
The feature wall concept is to identify 
one wall that would be the focus wall 

of the living room. The feature wall is the 
one you see immediately when the door 
opens. However, if the door does not face a 
wall, then choose a wall on the left or right. 

Spruce up your pad in 
eight easy steps

Make sure your view of the 
wall is not blocked. If the door 
opens to a sliding door, then 
hide the sliding door behind 
curtains. The curtains should 
match the colour of the feature 
wall and must be thick enough 
to give it depth and a heavy 
feel. Once the feature wall has 
been identified, paint it a shade 
darker than the other walls. 
This would make the room 
look larger, longer and give it 
more depth. 

4: Select furniture
Bring along your floor 
plan when shopping for 

furniture. It would be advis-
able to take the measurements 
of the rooms and identify fur-
niture shops that are having 
a sale. The furniture ought to 
be in sync with the selected 
interior style and should pref-
erably be in neutral tones. Buy 
a white or a similar shade of 
inexpensive material to protect 
the furniture from wear and 
tear. Add throw cushions in similar shade 
with the curtains to marry them. 

For the budget conscious, check careful-
ly before purchasing showroom pieces and 
for those buying a full-bedroom set, divide 
the pieces of furniture and place them in 
various rooms. 

5: Select lighting
There is day and night lighting. Day 
lights such as fluorescent lights are 

not encouraged as they give a flattened 
look and create hard shadows. Warm light 
creates warm shadows and a different 
mood and ambience. Use candles as an 

alternative to warm light and areas like 
the living room, bedroom and dry kitchens 
ought to have warm lights. The library, 
study, wet kitchen and toilet should use 
day lights.

6: Select soft furnishings
Soft furnishings like bed sheets, car-
pets, curtains and throw cushions 

ought to be in shades that blend well. 

7: Select accessories
Large and oversized accessories are 
a must to create an impact but do not 

Leong makes interior designing 
look easy, and it actually is

Balinese, Zen or resort-style, you have to fi rst 
determine the interior style for your home

overdo this. Just buy one or two items 
such as vases with multiple uses and 
display them in prominent areas like 
the feature wall. Do not have many 
small items for display as more often 
than not, they would most likely end 
up collecting dust.

8: Select flowers or candles
Use fresh flowers to brighten up the 
room and avoid plastic ones as they 

tend to collect dust. Place large fragrant 
candles around the room as an alternative 
to warm light.


