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Work@home

FENG SHUI
with Grandmaster Datuk Dr Yap 
Cheng Hai and son, Boh Chu

IDEAS

CURRENTLY, my house has a wall feature 
with a big mirror facing the main door. 
I understand this will affect the fl ow of  
wealth out of  the house rapidly. Since I 
cannot remove the mirror as it is glued 
to the wall, is there anything I can do or 
hang to rectify the situation? The wall is 
in between the north and south direction 
and faces south.
You are correct, the mirror facing the front door 
is not good. I do not understand why you say the 
mirror cannot be removed as it is only glued to 
the wall. At worst, sacrifi ce the mirror. If  you do 
not wish to do that, then I suggest you cover the 
mirror with a curtain, feature screen and so on.

I was born on Feb 1, 1968 at 1755 hours. 
Someone told me that my gua number
is “1”, while another said it is  “9”. Which 
gua number is correct?
Your gua number is nine, which is calculated 
based on 1967. This is because your birthday is 
before the Li Chun date and the time of  Feb 5, 
1968 at 0208 hours. Anyone born before Li Chun 
of  that year is considered born in the preceding 
year for the purpose of  calculating the Life Gua.

My neighbour recently hung a Ba Gua 
in front of  his house right opposite my 
main door. Will this refl ect any bad qi 
on my house? Should I hang a Ba Gua to 
defl ect it?
Whether the Ba Gua mirror refl ects the bad 
qi into your house would depend on a couple 
of  things. For instance, is there any bad qi to 
refl ect, such as pointed roofs, sharp detailing 

If  you have any questions regarding feng shui 
practices, please send your queries by e-mail 
to propertyplus@thesundaily.com or fax 

Propertyplus at 03 7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, in any way whatso-
ever or howsoever represent, warrant or guarantee that the recommendations given in 
this column mean that the happiness and good fortune of the person(s) who put these 

recommendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

Mirror, mirror
ON THE WALL...

from your house or any such thing that 
may give rise to poison arrows? If  so, 
then the next question is ‘What type of  Ba 
Gua mirror is your opposite neighbour 
using?’ There are essentially three types 
of  Ba Gua mirrors: straight (normal mir-
ror), concave and convex. They all have 
slightly different functions. The straight 
mirror will refl ect back to you. The con-
cave mirror would absorb. If  it is bad qi, 
then your neighbour has absorbed the bad 
qi! Finally, the convex mirror disperses all 
the bad qi. My personal preference is for the 
convex mirror as it does no harm to others. 
You may discuss with your neighbour 
to see if  he can change his Ba Gua to a 
convex mirror. That way, you will then 
not have to worry about it. If  he refuses 
to change it, then I would suggest that you 
do hang up a Ba Gua with a convex mirror. 

In Loh Shu, determining the sitting and 
facing star is important. How does one de-
termine the polarity when fl ying a sitting 
or facing star? Thereafter, what is the prop-
er direction to fl y the star? I understand 
that each direction and period star carries 
a different polarity. How do we know when 
is yang and yin while fl ying these stars? 
When determining the facing position 
of  an apartment, is the entrance of  an 
apartment or the main building entrance 
considered a facing position? Sometimes 
the entrance of  a parcel is at the reversed 
direction of  the main building entrance. 
I look forward to your advice. 

The questions you pose are actually quite 
complex and beyond the scope of  this column. 
We do actually conduct courses in feng shui 
and your questions are actually part of  the 
course syllabus of  our intermediate feng shui 
practitioner’s course.

Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd
Tel: (03) 2070 8009; Fax: (03) 2072 8009; E-mail: 
info@ychacademy.com

MORE people are working from home these 
days, be it out of  convenience, cost, or just 
because it allows them to spend more time 
with the family. Thanks to the emer gence 
of  fax machines, personal computers and 
broadband connection, some companies even 
allow their employees to work from home. But 
more often than not, it is the entrepreneur or 
professional striking out on his own who opts 
to work from home. 

Certainly, if  you are running a business 
from the home, it makes sense to have a home 
offi ce. Not only does a clearly-defi ned work area 
make it a more condu cive meeting place with 
clients, it also downplays the distraction from 
the regular activities at home. 

It is diffi cult, for example, to ignore the 
routine clean ing activities in the home if  
the desk or workspace is in an open-plan 
kitchen or bedroom. 

But you need not wait until you plan to 
work from home to set up a home offi ce. It is 
a sound idea if  you have a favourite pursuit 
that takes up a lot of  your time or a hobby 
that is messy and would benefi t from having 
its own space. 

How much space do you need for a home 
offi ce? Will its presence disrupt the peace at 
home? The answers to these questions may 
warrant renovation works in order to create 

Do avoid placing a mirror facing the front door 
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a dedicated space for the purpose but if  this 
is not feasible, think about converting a spare 
bedroom or an under-used din ing room into 
a home offi ce instead. 

Comfort should be at the top of  your list 
when creat ing a home offi ce. This is a space 
you will most likely spend eight or 10 hours 
a day in, depending on the kind of  work you 
are into. Below are more tips — offered by 
Ikea and Fiske — to consider when setting 
up a home offi ce. 

Furniture
• Desk — the size depends on the space you 

have and whether you use a computer; 
• Chair — invest in something good and 

comfortable. You may also need extra chairs 
for business contacts or clients; and 

• Storage — needs to be well organised and 
easily ac cessible to avoid wasting time and 
effort looking for items. Built-ins, especially 
those that maximise wall space, are useful. 
Self-assembly and do-it-yourself  so lutions 
are clever and inexpensive options too. 

Lighting
• Desk lamps are essential, especially if  you 

work at night and do not need the entire 
room to be lit; 

• A window-facing desk allows you to make 
the most of  natural light. Looking out to 
the garden also helps ease weary eyes; 

• Avoid sitting with your back to the win-
dow as sunlight may be refl ected onto the 
computer screen; and 

• Blinds are useful to control the light and 
also come in handy when you want to shut 
out distractions like the neighbours or your 
children playing in the garden.

This article is an excerpt from haven, a 
bi-monthly interior design and gardening 
magazine published 
by The Edge

ILLUSTRATION BY LEE WAN YEE

Tips on how to get started on 
your home offi ce 


