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Tips on displaying paintings in your home

A Be creative in your choice of paintings. Oil paint-
ings, watercolours, prints and photographs can be 
displayed together on the same wall.

B Mix and match a variety of frames. This creates a 
more personal touch and sets one’s artwork apart 
from the run-of-the-mill mass-produced type.

C Consider scale when displaying paintings. A small 
painting placed above a large sofa will not look 
good. On the other hand, a large painting will 
dwarf a small piece of furniture.

D One does not need to display paintings in a row. 
The only point to consider is the architecture and 
layout of the room. 

E In a monochromatic room, keep the colour of the 
frames to the same tone. This creates a textured 
layering effect.
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If  you have any questions regarding feng shui practices, please 
send your queries by e-mail to propertyplus@thesundaily.

com or fax Propertyplus at 03 7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

I bought a crystal ball and placed it on top of  a water fountain, 
which rolls inward to my house. Can I put it at any place I want 
or do I need to know which location is best for crystal, which can 
generate wealth?
You should put the crystal in a location that is auspicious for you. 
What is auspicious depends on your Life Gua. Refer to the table on Gua 
numbers [published last week] and the directions or locations that are 
auspicious and inauspicious.

How do I improve the feng shui in a house?
You must have the major criteria correct. That is your main door, 
kitchen, stove, bedroom, bed and toilets must be the correct locations 
and directions depending on your Life Gua and the environmental fac-
tors of  your house.

Do I need to check my birth date for my wealth location or is it 
fi xed at the southwest?
There is no such thing as a wealth location. A location or direction is 
either auspicious or not. It is not good feng shui if  you only have wealth 
but no health, harmony and descendants.

The wealth in the southwest [SW] is based on the Black Hat system of  
feng shui, which is not part of  the classical system of  feng shui that we 
practise. In our practice, whether the SW is appropriate or not depends 
on the Life Gua which is calculated from the birth date.

In my bedroom, the door faces the toilet door directly. Is this bad 
feng shui? If  yes, how do I change or avoid it if  no renovation 
can be done?
The easiest solution is to keep your toilet door closed as much as pos-
sible or you can install an automatic door close to your toilet door. It is 
cheap and no fuss!

JUST as one would use different lighting or colour to 
change the look of  the home, one can use paintings to 
achieve similar effects. Depending on the desired ef-
fect, the right painting placed in the appropriate spot 
can do the trick — whether to exude a contemporary or 
traditional feel.

Different paintings can be used to create lasting visual 
impact, add more depth to a space or simply radiate a 
sense of  calm to those who set eyes on the pieces. 

Although there is a tendency to add paintings to the 
home long after the house is furnished, this is not an 
issue. The choice of  painting need not necessarily bear 
the same style as the furniture or décor. In fact, the effect 
is a lot more dramatic when two different styles are put 
together. For example, just because the home boasts a 
Zen-like décor, it does not mean that Zen paintings are 
the order of  the day. Likewise, an English home need 
not be peppered with landscapes or portraits. 

Having said that, like all furnishing decisions, the 
choice of  paintings rests on the effect that the homeowner 
wants to create — dramatic or tranquil. If  the home 
boasts wooden furniture, then a black-and-white piece 
provides a clean fi nish. At the same time, a painting 
depicting a kampung scene would not be out of  place 
because it would blend well with the furniture. 

Still, one should avoid marrying styles that are poles 
apart. For example, if  the home has a Zen look, the 
last thing you would want is a loud piece of  artwork 
— it would jar the senses. In a meditative and peaceful 
setting, abstracts or pieces that exude a contemplative 
mood are suggested.

Other faux pas to avoid include displaying medium 
or large-sized paintings in a cluster (more than 2ft by 
3ft or 4ft by 4ft). When displaying a large piece (larger 
than 5ft by 5ft), the piece should be hung on its own, so 
that it gets the attention it deserves. 

Apart from these tips, it is also advisable to use acid-
free backing for paintings done on paper to protect the 
piece. Once displayed, one must also not neglect the 
paintings — regular dusting is advisable, particularly 
for oil or acrylic pieces. 

One can also count on different frames to create the 
desired look. For example, if  the interior of  the home is 
dark and a painting with dark hues is chosen, one can offset 
this sombre mood with a frame in a bright shade. 

So go on, create the look for your home with paint-
ings!

This article is an excerpt from haven (June+July 2004)  
— a bi-monthly interior design and gardening magazine 
published by The Edge 

Different strokes
Experiment with paintings for a stunning 
visual impact in your home 

The kitchen and stove must be considered 
when improving feng shui in a house


