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MY master bedroom faces NW 
and I have a leak which needs fi x-
ing. This has been going on for a 
long time as it is diffi cult to get a 
contractor to do a small job like 
this. The leak is in the NW corner 
and the contractor suspects it 
is due to poor water proofi ng of  
the wall. The work will involve 
re-water-proofi ng/cementing the 
affected area “externally”, chang-
ing the affected wooden fl ooring 
(a small area) in the room and 
some repainting. I understand 
that for every year, there are 
certain areas one should avoid 
doing renovations in. What are 
the directions that one should 
avoid? If  the area falls under 
the forbidden direction and one 
urgently needs to renovate there, 
are there any ways to circumvent 
the negative chi?
Yes, every year there are some direc-
tions that one should avoid activat-
ing. Activating means nailing, drill-
ing or excavating; so renovations and 
extensions are not recommended.

For the year 2005, the directions to 
avoid activating are the NW, W and 
E. Do not renovate unnecessarily 
in these areas. That does not mean 
one cannot renovate altogether. Just 
be cautious and if  in the case of  an 
emergency, like the roof  is leaking 
severely during the rainy season, for 
instance, then one can proceed with 
repairs by starting in the right place 
and the right time.

In your case, why not wait till after 
the Chinese lunar year ends, which 
is on Feb 4, 2006. If  you cannot wait, 
then I would suggest that you start 
doing something in the NE and work 
your way around to the NW where 
you have your problem, and fi nish 
back in the NE.

My dream home will be launched 
soon and I have some queries. Do 
we select the house based on the 
house gua number or my personal 
gua? My gua number is 9 Fire and 
my husband’s is 3 Wood. What 

about our ba zhi element, which 
is metal? Also, the neighbour-
ing houses are not on the same 
level, as the house on the right is 
higher than the one on the left. 
Is it a problem if  there is a lamp 
post in front of  the right or left 
corner of  the house? What if  I 
place my altar in an inauspicious 
location but facing an auspicious 
direction?
Based on the application of  the house 
gua, ming gua and ba zhi, E gua per-
sons can only use a N-S axis house 
while the W gua person can only use 
a SW-NE axis house. On top of  that, 
if  you are metal from your ba zhi, 
then you should not stay in a N-S axis 
house as either fi re or water is bad 
for your ba zhi. This does not leave 
you much of  a choice in selecting a 
house. I would suggest you stick to 
your ming gua based on the 50 over 
years of  experience of  Grand Master 
Yap Cheng Hai.

Houses can be higher on either 
side. Whether it is good or bad would 
depend on factors ranging from the 
relationship of  the surrounding 
mountains to the actual orientation 
of  your house. This would be the 
same for the lamp post. 

Again when you say auspicious 
and inauspicious, what is your un-
derlying theorem? There are many 
ways to defi ne auspicious and some 
of  them are in conflict with each 
other. The fi nal decision would also 
depend on the total overall picture 
as well as the experience of  the feng 
shui practitioner.

Master Yap Boh Chu is the son of  
Grand Master Yap Cheng Hai. He co-
founded the Yap Cheng Hai Academy 
to propagate the proper teaching and 
practice of  classical feng shui and 
qi gong.

Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd
Tel: (03) 2070 8009; 
Fax: (03) 2072 8009; 
E-mail: info@ychacademy.com

IDEASFENG SHUI
with Master Yap Boh Chu

If  you have any questions regarding feng shui practices, please send your 
queries by e-mail to propertyplus@thesundaily.com or fax Propertyplus at 

03-7660 8568. theSun reserves the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, in any way whatsoever or howsoever represent, 
warrant or guarantee that the recommendations given in this column mean that the happiness and good fortune 

of the person(s) who put these recommendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

SODIUM bicarbonate or baking soda, as it is more 
commonly known, has a myriad of  uses. Natural, 
anti-toxic and cheap, this humble product is an es-
sential component for any home. And quite apart 
from its culinary applications, we have discovered 
that it can be a versatile cleaning agent. 

Tip 1 Use baking soda to clean homog-
enous tiles, bathtubs, sinks, tap fi ttings, 
pots and pans
Sprinkle a little baking soda on either a sponge or a 
soft brush and scrub the areas needed. For stubborn 
stains, more force may be required.  

To remove solidifi ed food from pots and pans, 
sprinkle ½ a teaspoon of  baking soda into the cooking 
vessel and soak for 15 minutes before washing with 
detergent. For dirty pots and pans that have been left 
unwashed overnight, mix ½ a teaspoon of  baking 
soda and water, bring to a boil for approximately 
2-3 minutes and then wash as normal.  
Conclusion:
Grime is easily removed with just a sprinkle of  
baking soda and due to its non-abrasive texture, 
sensitive surfaces like Tefl on emerge unscathed 
after cleaning. However, even baking soda has its 
limitations and cannot overcome stubborn stains 
like seasoned water marks in bathtubs.  

Tip 2 Use baking soda to clean hair groom-
ing tools
Over time, combs, hairbrushes and hair curlers 
accumulate dirt from natural oil build up and 
hair product residue. Simply soak combs and hair 
brushes in a basin of  hot water with 1 teaspoon of  
baking soda for approximately 15 minutes.  
Conclusion:
This is a very simple and highly recommended 
technique to clean your hair grooming tools. 
Baking soda is a very effective cleaning agent 
and does not contain contaminants that can 
damage your hair.  

Tip 3 Use baking soda to clean oral appli-
ances
Dissolve 2 teaspoons of  baking soda in a glass of  
water and soak oral appliances (such as dentures, 
retainers and mouthpieces) in the mixture for half  
an hour. Then rinse thoroughly with water.  
Conclusion:
In this application, baking soda performs two 
roles. It acts as a cleaning agent to loosen food 
particles and helps neutralise odours.  

Tip 4 Use baking soda to clean crayon off 
walls
So the apple of  your eye has made use of  the wall 
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as a canvas to portray his/her budding artistic tal-
ent.  Fear not, for help is at hand!  Sprinkle a little 
baking soda onto a damp cloth and wipe away those 
crayon scribbles.  
Conclusion:
Baking soda effortlessly cleans off  crayon mark-
ings on walls.  

Tip 5 Use baking soda to bring back shine 
to tarnished silverware
There are two methods to spruce up tarnished 
silverware using baking soda. The fi rst method in-
volves making a paste of  three parts baking soda to 
one part water. Using a clean cloth or sponge, polish 
off  tarnish from silverware with the paste before 
rinsing with water and drying with a soft cloth.

The second method uses a baking soda solution. 
Line a cake pan with aluminum foil and add in 
1 teaspoon of  baking soda for every two cups of  
water. Heat the solution to 150˚C and then lay the 
silverware on top of  the foil, maintaining the heat 
at a minimum of  150˚C. Remove the silverware 
when ready, rinse with water and dry off  with a 
soft cloth.  
Conclusion:
Both methods are effective in removing tarnish 
though they are not as successful at restoring 
the initial shine of  silverware. The fi rst method 
is best employed to polish items that are a little 
tarnished while the second method is better at 
removing old or ingrained stains. However, with 
the second technique, it is imperative that the 
silverware touches the aluminum foil, which 
is ultimately not practical for oddly shaped 
items.  

Tip 6 Use baking soda to get rid of odours
Sprinkle a little baking soda into the garbage as 
it accumulates to prevent garbage disposal bags 
from smelling

To get rid of  smells from sink drains, pour in 
some baking soda followed by hot water.

Lining the cat’s litter box with baking soda helps 
keep the odours out longer. Try mixing baking soda 
with lemon essential oil or a splash of  vinegar to 
get rid of  urine smell on carpets or fl oors caused 
by your pets.
Conclusion: 
This product neutralises the acids and bases 
that cause many household odours and keeps 
lingering odours from resurfacing.

  

This article is an excerpt from haven — a bi-monthly 
interior design and gardening magazine published 
by The Edge

SODA
If  diamonds are a girl’s best friend, then the 
multi-purpose baking soda must surely be the 
housewife’s choice

Be cautious about where you are going to renovate
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